


[ Outline ]
This exhibition introduces the works of leading designer / architect of the 20th century, Jean Prouvé, centering on pieces from one 
of Japan’s most prominent collections belonging to Yusaku Maezawa (Founder and President of Start Today Co., Ltd.), President 
of the Contemporary Art Foundation. With the cooperation of the Galerie Patrick Seguin in Paris that is recognized for its active 
efforts to promote Prouvé extensive oeuvre, the presentation will feature 60 furniture works by Prouvé, in addition to the “F 8x8 
BCC demountable house” along with its reference materials of drawings made during the design process and architectural photo-
graphs.
 
On the contrary to the high level of interest towards Jean Prouvé’s furniture works in Japan, there have not been many domestic 
opportunities for viewing his architectural creations. Nevertheless, it is certain that the underlying mutual charm of both Prouvé’s 
furniture works and architectural works, are the refined beautiful forms which are born as a consequence of a meticulous sense of 
craftsmanship that places detailed emphasis on materials and methods of construction, as well as the very philosophy that equates 
the manufacturing process to artistic production.  The exhibition marks the first large-scale presentation of Prouvé’s works to be 
held in Japan in over 10 years, and through the numerous works that on this occasion will receive their inaugural presentation in 
Japan, serves to approach Jean Prouvé’s artistic practice from both perspectives of furniture and architecture.

The Contemporary Art Foundation Presents
 “Jean Prouvé: the CONSTRUCTOR,” Open to 700 Visitors Over a 
Limited Period of Two Days at the French Embassy Ambassador’s 
Residence in Tokyo.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Contemporary Art Foundation established and presided by Yusaku Maezawa, the Founder and 
President of Start Today Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Chiba, Chiba Prefecture), which runs Japan’s biggest 
online fashion mall ‘                 ,’ is pleased to announce the exhibition, “the CONSTRUCTOR Jean Prouvé: 
Designs of Construction and Deconstruction” in collaboration with Galerie Patrick Seguin for two days on 
Saturday, 22nd October and Sunday 23rd October at the French Embassy Ambassador’s Residence in 
Tokyo (4-11-44 Minami-Azabu, Minato, Tokyo).

1. Jean Prouvé,
Maison F 8x8 BCC, 1941
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2. Jean Prouvé,
Maison F 8x8 BCC (interior image), 1941
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[ Exhibition Information ]
Exhibition Title:     Jean Prouvé: the CONSTRUCTOR
Period:      Saturday, October 22nd and Sunday, October 23rd, 2016
Open Hours:    10:00-17:00 (last entry at 16:30)
Venue:      French Embassy Ambassador’s Residence in Tokyo
      (4-11-44 Minami-Azabu, Minato, Tokyo).
Entrance Fee:    Free [Reservation Only]
Organizer:    Contemporary Art Foundation
     http://gendai-art.org
Curated by:    Galerie Patrick Seguin
Support:    Ambassade de France à Tokyo, Institut français du Japon
Fabricator:    HIGURE 17-15 cas

[ Exhibition Structure ]
The exhibition serves to explore the designs of Jean Prouvé that to this day retain their fascinating appeal, through consideration of 
two distinct perspectives that are, his furniture and architectural works. 
The first section focuses on furniture design, introducing numerous iconic chairs and tables including his masterpiece, “Standard 
Chair” and the “Cité” series. The second room that follows centers on architectural design and presents elements that are character-
istic to Prouvé’s architecture, for example, portal / compass-shaped frames which are used to support the entire building structure, 
as well as building members such as doors and wall panels along with scale models and documentary photographs. Furthermore in 
the same room, one of Prouvé’s most recognized works, the “Trapeze” table, will be displayed together with a mobile that had been 
bestowed to him as a gift from the sculptor Alexander Calder. 
On display in the residence’s garden will be Japan’s inaugural presentation of the “F 8x8 BCC demountable house.” The work was 
conceived during the war between the years of 1941 and 1943 in collaboration with the architect Pierre Jeanneret, with whom Jean 
Prouvé had maintained close relations. An early example of prefabricated construction in practice, presented in the exhibition is a 
highly valuable work that is recognized as one of the only two surviving pieces in the world. The interior was designed by architect / 
designer Charlotte Perriand, and is fitted with furniture by Prouvé, Jeanneret, and Perriand that had been created especially for the 
work. As its first-ever showing in Japan, viewers will have the opportunity to enter the actual furnished interior of the work. In 
addition, the final section of the exhibition will present scale models and archive materials of the work in an intention to provide 
viewers with a deeper and cohesive understanding towards the BCC demountable house. 

[ About Jean Prouvé ]
Jean Prouvé is a designer / architect who received high acclaim from the artistic virtuosos of his time including Le Corbusier, and his 
legacy and oeuvre served to influence the work of postwar artists such as Norman Foster and Renzo Piano. Born in Nancy in the 
North of France in 1901 as the son of Victor Prouvé who led the Art Nouveau “École de Nancy,” Jean Prouvé had spent his early years 
apprenticed to a blacksmith before pursuing an independent career. At the age of 30, he opened his workshop, “Ateliers Jean 
Prouvé,” and eventually proceeded to expand his field of practice from the realm of furniture design to architectural design. Jean 
Prouvé's workshop had encouraged industrialization and in no time found itself developing into a substantial factory with over 300 
workers, promoting a mode of practice that constantly engaged with the manufacturing premise –not only placing emphasis on 
design, but also on the process of both production and construction. His attitude as such can be discerned through his words as he 
states, “I am not an architect nor an engineer, for I am a factory worker” as well as the manner in which he describes himself as a 
“Constructor.” Jean Prouvé's works are indeed industrial products in the very sense of their existence, yet at the same time are 
significantly characterized by the way they permeate with an air of warmth that is acquired through proficient craftsmanship.

[ Reservation Method ]
The exhibition will be open to 700 visitors over a limited period of two days. In order to ensure each visitor with the 
opportunity to enjoy the works at their leisure, entry to the exhibition will be available on a reservation only basis via 
the online ticket service ‘Peatix.’*

Reservation Website: http://the-constructor.peatix.com
* ‘Peatix’ is a paperless service that cohesively oversees the entire process from application of tickets to entry on the day of the event.
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3. Jean Prouvé,
Demountable Guéridon Cafeteria, 1951
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[ About Contemporary Art Foundation ]
Contemporary Art Foundation was established in 2012 by Yusaku Maezawa, the Founder and President of Start Today Co., Ltd., 
which runs Japan’ s biggest online fashion mall, “　　　　　　” . The foundation aims to contribute to the promotion of contemporary 
art by helping young artists and young musicians improve their skills. It also carries out activities such as holding contemporary art 
exhibitions, etc., to popularize and improve knowledge and education of contemporary art.

Yusaku Maezawa was born in 1975 in Chiba. After graduating from Waseda Jitsugyo he left for the United States to play in a band. 
After returning to Japan, he established Start Today Co., Ltd. in 1998 which engaged in catalog sales of imported CDs and records. 
In 2004 he founded “　　　　　　” ; an online fashion shopping site. The company was listed on the first section of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange (3092) in February 2012, and in November, the Contemporary Art Foundation was established. He is a collector, mainly of 
contemporary art, and also works hard to support young artists.

4. Jean Prouvé,
Métropoloe N°305, 1953

5. Pierre Jeanneret&Jean Prouvé,
Table « BCC » (prototype) , 1942

6. Jean Prouvé,
Trapeze, 1956

7. Jean Prouvé,
Light ramp, 1952

8. Jean Prouvé,
Demountable Chair CB 22, 1947

9. Jean Prouvé,
Table Flavigny n°504, 1951

10. Jean Prouvé,
Bed no. 102, 1936


