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Session 1: Academia speakers

Dr. Masayo TAKAHASHI, Project Leader, Riken CDB

Dr.  Masayo Takahashi  is  Doctor  of  Medicine,  specialized in Ophthalmology,  she graduated from
Kyoto University’s School of Medicine and performed research there for several years after obtaining her
M.D. in 1992. She joined the RIKEN in 2006 as a team leader in the Kobe Institute and from there on she
conducted research on retinal regeneration at the RIKEN Center for Developmental Biology while practicing
as a physician at the Department of Ophthalmology of Kobe City Medical Center General Hospital. Since
2008 she is also leader of the Visual Regeneration Research Group at the Institute of Biomedical Research
and Innovation Hospital. She was the first researcher who succeeded in generating retinal cells and retinal
pigment epithelial cells (RPECs), first from ES cells, and then from iPS cells. She is now leading the first
human clinical studies using iPS cells to treat patients suffering from age-related macular degeneration.

Pr. José-Alain SAHEL, Director, Institut de la Vision
 

Pr.  José-Alain Sahel is Professor of Ophthalmology at Université Pierre et Marie Curie-Sorbonne
Universités, Cumberlege Professor of Biomedical Sciences at University College London and Director of The
Vision Institute,  Paris,  France.  He chairs  a department  of  Ophthalmology at  the Quinze-Vingts  National
Ophthalmology Hospital and at the Rothschild Ophthalmology Foundation, coordinates the Ophthalmology
Clinical  Investigation Centre  and the National  Reference Centre  for  Retinal  Dystrophies.  J-A Sahel  is  a
clinician-scientist  focusing  his  main  interests  on  cellular  and  molecular  mechanisms  underlying  retinal
degeneration  and  development  of  treatments  for  currently  untreatable  retinal  diseases such  as  retinitis
pigmentosa, age-related macular degeneration and vascular eye disease by resorting to pharmacological
treatments, gene therapy and stem-cell therapy.

Session 2: Industry speakers

Mr. Eric PERRIER, Executive VP Global R&D, Essilor

Mr. Eric Perrier is Corporate Executive Vice President of Global Research & Development, in charge
of fostering Research & Innovation strategy at Essilor International. Before joining the multinational leader in
visual  health  in  2012,  he held  similar  positions  for  7  years  at  LVMH Perfumes and  Cosmetics  and  as
President of GIE LVMH Research. Prior to LVMH he was directing the R&D at Coletica and Engelhard. Eric
Perrier received a degree from the Lyon Chemistry Electronic Physical University and a Master of Business
Administration from HEC. He is also the author of more than 50 scientific articles and patents.

Dr. Takashi KANEKO, Head of Global R&D, Santen

Dr.  Takashi  Kaneko  is  today  Corporate  officer  and  Global  Head  of  R&D  Division  at  Santen
Pharmaceutical.  He is  MD,  hepatologist,  PhD specialized  in  immunology,  molecular  biology and clinical
research. He had 20 years medical practice and research and seasoned R&D executives with about 7 years
experience in big pharma companies such as Sanofi Aventis and BMS.

Dr. Nicolas CHATEAU, CEO and co-founder, Imagine Eyes

Dr. Nicolas Chateau has led Imagine Eyes to commercialize the world’s first imaging microscope for
the living retina. This groundbreaking product, with wide-ranging applications in retinal and cardiovascular
medicine,  has  resulted  from  translating  breakthrough  adaptive  optics  technology  from  astrophysics  to
medical  use.  Nicolas has driven Imagine Eyes’ efforts  through collaborating with  leading academic and
clinical centers, securing several millions Euros in public funding and starting sales in Europe and Japan.
Author of 12 patents and dozens of scientific publications, Nicolas cofounded Imagine Eyes in 2003. He
received his PhD from the University of Paris in 1993.


